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We praise God for a wonderful beginning to the 2011-2012 school year, 
and for this year’s 11% growth in enrollment.  A big part of that growth 
can be traced to this year’s Kindergarten class with 19 students.  In just 
three short years, Watertown Christian School has grown from 52 stu-
dents to a record 104 students.  Praise the Lord for a 100% population 
growth!  It is exciting to be a part of this and to see what God has in 
store for His school! 
 
We are also pleased to announce that our WCS students scored very 
well on the 2011 Stanford Achievement Test.  This test allows us to 
compare how our students are doing with others across the nation.  The average compos-
ite score for our students that took the test was 79%, meaning that WCS students per-
formed as well as, or better than, 79% of the students nationwide. 
 
This year we have adopted Philippians 4:8 as our theme verse.  “Finally, brothers, what-
ever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such 
things” (NIV).  At WCS, we “think about such things” daily as we immerse our students in 
Christian teachings from our textbooks, Bible instruction, devotions, prayer, and chapel 
time.  It is estimated that our students spend 169 hours throughout the year in the study of 
God’s Word, in Worship, and in Prayer!!   
 
Ecclesiastes 4:12 speaks of how “a cord of three strands is not easily broken”.  The sur-
rounding passage speaks of the importance of relationships in our daily tasks and the addi-
tional strength that comes from sharing the responsibilities of our lives.  This is clearly mod-
eled when the school, church, and home are all teaching our children Biblical truths.  We 
are so grateful that you allow Watertown Christian School to partner with you in shaping 
your childrens’ ”Lives for Christ,” thus strengthening that “cord.” 
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             “O LORD, our LORD, how majestic is Thy name in all the earth, who hast displayed 
Thy splendor above the heavens?… When I consider Thy Heavens, the work of Thy fingers, 
the moon and stars, which Thou hast ordained;” Psalm 8:1, 3 
             God’s creation is indeed a marvelous wonder to behold!  Our fifth grade students are 
growing more amazed as they study the heavenly creation of the fourth day.  The students 
have observed the sun’s power to fade colors, melt chocolate, and even start fires when the 
rays converge on a flammable material like dry leaves. 
             Our survey of the solar system has taken us to the planets Mercury and Venus.  We 
have learned that Mercury has a lot of craters because many asteroids have pelted the sur-
face.  Making craters on our Mercury models with rocks and pencil ends was a fun activity.  
Venus is a hot planet surrounded by thick, poisonous clouds.  The students enjoyed doing a 
simulation of the radar that astronomers use to penetrate the atmosphere and determine the 
landscape of Venus. 
             Presently, we are learning how perfectly our loving Creator formed our earth to en-
sure the survival of all living organisms. 
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              ‘Praise the Lord from the earth, sea monsters and all deeps.”  
Psalm 148:7 
              Swimming creatures created on the fifth day is the topic our 
sixth grade students are currently studying.  The majority of our 
planet’s surface is covered with water and much of it is still unexplored.  
There is much room for imagination here and our students excel in that 
area!  
              Our students are learning many things, such as the difference 
between dolphins and porpoises.  What were the favorite whales of the 
19th century whalers?  What do you call a large group of male whales?  
Whales that stand up in the water and look around are doing what ma-
neuver?  If you would like to know the answers, ask a WCS sixth grade 
student, or you can find them at our web site, www.
watertownchristianschool.com. 
              Are you ever curious about Pinnipeds?  The sixth grade stu-
dents can also tell you some awesome facts about these marine mam-
mals.  The photo to the right shows the students with ocean boxes they 
are constructing as we study marine life.  Stop in and take a look at the 
boxes. 

Jump, jump, jump! Emma and Avery choose wisely. Miss Hoekman leads her students. 

Reading time with Miss Ashton. Story time at Gap Care with Mrs. G. Miss Nygaard answers Sammy’s 
question. 

Pre-School prayer time. WCS students show their Homecoming Spirit! 
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WCS FINANCIAL BUDGET  
2011-2012 FISCAL YEAR   

  
% of 

Budget  

Budget 
Amount 

2011-
2012 

REVENUE:    

* GIFTS NEEDED  24% 147,923  

RENT/MISC  1% 8,800 

DEVELOPMENT   17% 105,200  

HIDDEN TREASURES   0% 1,607 

PROGRAM SERVICES  18% 110,500 

TUITION   40% 253,900 

    

TOTAL BUDGETED REVENUE:   $627,930  

    

EXPENSES:    

DEVELOPMENT   3% 19,250 

HIDDEN TREASURES   3% 17,664 

PROGRAM SERVICES   17% 106,800 

CLASSROOM EXPENSES   3% 19,450 

OFFICE SUPPLIES   2% 10,875 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES   15% 95,909 

PAYROLL EXPENSES   57% 357,982 

    

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES:   $627,930 

    
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENSES    

$0 

    

    

* WCS has a need of $147,923 to meet our budget expenses.  

����������������                                                          
                                                           
�   Development consists of:                                   
                
               Spring Program                  Basketball Tournaments    
               Fall Banquet                      Gun Show             
               Holiday Mart                      Cookie Dough Sales 
               Super Saver Card              Auction                 
               Various other  
                                                           
�   Program Services consists of:                             
                
               Lunch Program                               
               GapCare                                         
               Scrip Sales                                     
                                                           
�   General Operating Expenses consist of:           
                                            
               Repairs and Maintenance                          
               Utilities                               
               Interest                               
             Insurance                                      
                                                     
· 104 enrolled students 
·  Average annual cost per student      

      $6,037.79 (Pre-School—grade 8) 
· Average Annual Tuition Payment per student 

      $2,441.35 (Pre-School—grade 8) 
 
 
 
 
Outstanding Debt ~ $29,406.27       
               Line of Credit = $29,406.27 @ 6% interest 
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             The seventh grade students began the year studying the work of many 
early scientists.  This study included repeating the experiments these scientists 
used to confirm their original hypotheses.  Watching how food coloring moves in 
varying solutions helps us understand the behavior of molecules. 

               We are now delving into some comparative anatomy, beginning with the 
skeletal systems.  You will see some of our seventh grade students in the photo 
preparing chicken bones for a dunk into a vinegar bath.  Several of the students 
admitted feeling a bit “squeamish” with the “rubber bones” that formed as a result 
of their exposure to vinegar. 

             Well, it’s finally fall, and time for Pumpkin Math!  The 5th and 
6th grade students look forward each year to this unit in their Math 
class.   
             The students each come to class with a real pumpkin which 
will be used to practice their measuring skills.  They must estimate the 
weight of the pumpkins, and then weigh them to determine how accu-
rate their estimations were.  They must also find their pumpkins’ cir-
cumference, diameter, volume, and the number of seeds it contains.    
             A new skill the students are learning is Pumpkin Pi.  The dis-
tance around the outside of the circle is measured and then divided by 
the distance across the circle.  The ratio of the circumference to the 
diameter of a circle is pi, no matter how big or small the circle is. 
             Graphs are made, recipes written, and definitions written.  
This is a great math unit!! 
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             The eighth grade Science students have been exploring the many aspects of our atmosphere.  The current is-
sues of global warming and the ozone hole, along with the phenomenon of the aurora, or northern lights, was also ad-
dressed.  Though none of our students indicated that they have been privileged to witness this amazing spectacle in 
person, we did have the opportunity to watch a video display of the aurora borealis.   
             During our survey of air composition, we experimented with the relationship between fire and oxygen.  The 
combustion lab held in the parking lot will be remembered as a successful experiment! 
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              This volleyball season has been incredible!  I began this season a little 
unsure of my abilities to be the best coach for these girls.  However, I immedi-
ately realized how blessed I was to be able to coach this team.  These girls 
truly supported one another in everything they did.  My heart was constantly 
warmed by how much the girls, as a team, helped and encouraged one an-
other.  It paints a beautiful picture of how God would want His body of believ-
ers to work together.  
              We strived at every practice to work our hardest and improve on every 
skill.  I encouraged the girls to do their personal best each practice and cele-
brated with them as they did so.  I enjoyed watching each girl improve from 
week to week; Mrs. McKeever and I were amazed at the improvements we 
saw throughout the season.  Every person on this team should be proud of the 
way they played; I know that these girls worked hard every game. 

              As this season comes to a close, I am already looking forward to next 
year.  “We want another one, just like the other one. Up. Over. Whoo!  
Go Eagles!” 



             The move and remodel projects are completed!  After a summer of 
transition, Hidden Treasures officially re-opened for business, October 3rd, as 
Saks Thrift Avenue.  The first week went very well with a great response from 
the public, and sales exceeding our expectations!    
             The WCS Foundation is excited to invite the WCS Family to a special 
“Friends and Family Night” on Thursday, October 27th, from 6:30 pm – 8:30 
pm. Mark your calendars for an evening of fellowship, shopping, and fun! 
             We are still in need of volunteers to help process donated items.  We 
even have a new sorting area equipped with a washer and dryer on the main 
floor. Even if it is only for a couple of hours here and there, all help is appreci-
ated.  
             If you haven’t checked us out yet, feel free to stop by Monday -
Saturday between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm.  We are located at 115 West 
Kemp (right across from GSI in the old Cave Supply building). 
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In the spring of 2008, I volunteered to come in for one week to perform some maintenance in the computer 

lab at Watertown Christian School.  I never left!  While reflecting on this, 2 Peter 3:8 came to mind, “With the Lord a 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.”  My three years at WCS have seemed like little 
more than a day, but in those three years the technology available at WCS has leapt forward “like a thousand years.” 

Upgrades in computer hardware through donations, and programs for non-profits, have allowed us to imple-
ment SuccessMaker Enterprise®, an interactive learning software, used daily by students in grades K-6.  Each class-
room has two or three computers available for student use.  As of this fall, all regular classroom teachers have been 
provided with refurbished laptops for their use in planning and educating.  Donors have made five multi-media projec-
tors available for use throughout the school.  The most recent improvement undertaken has been the implementation 
of a student information management system, Sycamore Education®.  This system allows real-time tracking of infor-
mation like grades, attendance, assignments, and events between not only the administration and classrooms, but 
parents and students as well.  These improvements are nothing short of amazing!  “Lord…all that we have accom-
plished you have done for us.” (Isaiah 26:12) 

These improvements have opened new doors for the staff and students of Watertown Christian School.  Even 
the most “techno-phobic” teachers have found ways to add the projector technology to their classrooms.  Using Syca-
more for their daily attendance, assignments, and grade books has brought them confidence in their abilities with 
technology; it is not just our students who are learning via the technical resources! 

Beginning second semester of this school year, the 5th through 8th grade students will be taking a semester-
long class in keyboarding (what us “old-timers” called “typing” back in our day) and computer literacy.  This is an op-
portunity for WCS to enhance our students’ technical skills.  In the future, the 5th and 6th grade students will take this 
class one semester per school year.  The students are excited about this adventure (of course, they have not seen 
my grading criteria yet)! 

As we move forward with these new plans, we also see places where additional equipment would be benefi-
cial.  Right now, four classrooms, the chapel, and the computer lab share two projectors.  It is our desire for each of 
these areas to have a dedicated projector of their own, with one projector that would remain portable for enrichment 
classrooms.  Five additional projectors will be needed to achieve this goal.  Also on our wish list are, worship soft-
ware, and a chapel computer on which to operate the software.  Computers newer than 2005 (2006 to present) are 
always welcome, which will enable the classroom student computers to remain at a useable level.  In the future, we 
would like to have interactive whiteboards as well (Smartboards®). 

Are these big dreams?  Yes!  Can we accomplish them?  No, not in and of ourselves.  We have not accom-
plished any of the improvements thus far.  Time and again when anyone has suggested a technical improvement, my 
reaction has always been, “There is no way we are going to be able to do that!”  Time and again, the Lord has shown 
me, “That is right, you cannot do it.  But I can.”  I wish I had enough space to detail every miracle God has provided 
for us.  His hand has been in every one of the improvements we have made to date.  So we look to the future and 
continue to trust that the Lord will provide for our needs and wants in accordance with His will for Watertown Christian 
School. 
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